
Here, in brief, are the human rights 
issues examined in this issue of Six 
Degrees.  It is our aim to select ar-
ticles that cover a large part of the 
globe.  Please turn to the topics’ 
respective page numbers to learn 
more.
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Special Court in Sierra Leone
Author Krishanu Sengupta spent a 
summer monitoring war crimes trials in 
the The International Criminal Court at 
The Hague and the Special Court for Sierra 
Leone in the country’s capital Freetown. 
Despite initial skepticism, he reports 
optimistically that both courts are making 
strides towards trying war criminals and 
achieving international justice.    Page 20

Iraqi Refugees
An estimated 2.2 million Iraqis have fled 
their country and another 2.5 refugees 
remain displaced within Iraq’s borders 
as a result of the destruction wrought 
by the Iraq war. Author Julie Veroff 
reveals the hardships of refugees who 
are denied the right to work and attend 
schools in their country of refuge and 
highlights the drastically inadequate 
response the United States has taken 
to alleviate the humanitarian crisis.                   

Page 10

Female Circumcision
Author Mitali Thakor discusses the 
hypocrisy of Western feminists who 
have looked upon the practice of female 
circumcision with horror, while, for the 
sake of “beauty,” submitted their own 
bodies to the scalpel for sexual body 
modification surgeries such as vaginal 
tightening, labiaplasty, and hymen 
reconstruction surgery. Her investigation 
calls into question the nature of Western 
feminism and raises questions of cultural 
relativity.      Page 16
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Women’s Inequality in Iran
In the theocracy of Iran, a political system 
wedded to a conservative interpretation 
of Islam denies equal rights to women and 
subjugates them to a second class exis-
tence.  Shari’a law holds that women have 
different responsibilities and rights then 
men do, which do not including holding 
the position of a cleric, judge, or president, 
though women are allowed participation in 
some levels of government. In this article, 
the author addresses these injustices and 
inequalities.          Page 32

Bhopal Water Contamination
Twenty-three years ago, 40 tons of deadly 
methyl isocyanate gas leaked from a Union 
Carbide pesticide plant near the railroad tracks 
in Old Bhopal, India, killing between 3,000 
and 15,000 people. About 500,000 people 
were exposed to the gas. Today, between 
120,000 and 150,000 people are suffering from 
the ramifications of exposure. Deformities in 
newborns and stillbirths were common in the 
years following the disaster, and complaints 
continue to include chronic respiratory illness, 
ocular damage, and menstrual problems. 
Author Kaylin Pennington explores this 
forgotten tragedy.                           Page 26
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