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zanzibar

Welcome to my Republic! 
The Great Republic of  
Mtendeni,” the CUF di-

rector of  elections jokes, laughing sadly 
to himself.  “I am its Prime Minister.”  
Standing in the darkened hallway of  
Zanzibar’s opposition party headquar-
ters, his sense of  humor seems to be the 
only resource CUF has left.  Mtendeni, 
a neighborhood in Zanzibar’s capital 
Stone Town, is home to a majority of  
the Civic United Front’s (CUF) support-
ers.  It has been under siege by govern-
ment forces for three days, through tear 
gas, beatings, and arbitrary arrests.  No 
one is allowed in or out, not even for 
food.  Ayub, director of  elections, pushes 
open a nearby door into a dingy blue 
bathroom to reveal a wall-to-wall pile 

of  used tear gas canisters reaching well 
above my waist.  “And these are only 
from this morning,” he says to my in-
credulous stare, “who knows how many 
more are still out there.”  Ayub and other 
party officials are trapped inside Mten-
deni along with its residents; they subsist 
on boiled water and only a handful each 
of  date seeds per day, but refuse to give 
up—”We will work until our energy is 
gone.” 

Government forces sealed off  the 
neighborhood of  Mtendeni after the 
October 30 elections, hoping to subdue 
angry opposition supporters who were 
protesting because the elections were 
rigged.  The ruling Chama Cha Map-
induzi (CCM), or “Party of  the Revolu-
tion” in Swahili, came to power in 1964 

after a bloody revolution that ousted op-
pressive Arab rulers left in place by the 
British colonials.  CCM has controlled 
the islands ever since, promoting the aus-
tere African socialist values of  Tanzania’s 
founding father, Julius Nyerere.  Not until 
1992 did Zanzibar and mainland Tan-
zania transition to a multiparty system, 
and in the following decade CCM has 
used questionable means to maintain its 
position of  power.  This October marked 
the third multiparty election held on the 
islands, and it reflected the very same “ir-
regularities” that marred those in 1995 
and 2000: massive importation of  voters, 
a monopoly by state owned media, and 
military intimidation1—“irregularities” 
employed by a party reluctant to relin-
quish power.  

Illusions of  Democracy in the Spice Islands: 
Zanzibar Elections 2005

“

by Heidi Moseson
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I awoke before the sun on election 
morning, dressed in conservative attire 
out of  respect for the Muslim tradi-
tions of  Zanzibar’s residents, and made 
my way through the still dark and quiet 
stone streets.  I emerged from the maze 
of  tiny, twisting walkways into the open-
ness of  Stone Town’s main thoroughfare, 
Creek Road.  I wandered past a few of  
the polling stations—Darajani, Haile 
Selassie School, and Mnazi Moja Hos-
pital—and found hundreds of  people 
already waiting at each location, hours 
before the polls would open.  Men and 
women stood in separate lines stretch-
ing all the way along the buildings, the 
women’s lines ribbons of  multicolored 
head scarves.  I couldn’t help feeling a 
twinge of  shame, knowing that so few 
in my own country would ever care this 
much about the privilege of  voting.  

At 6:30am, half  an hour before the 
polls would open, I walked through the 
imposing shadows of  the East German 
apartment blocks to the nearby CUF 
office.  It was bustling with activity even 
at that early hour.  I found Ayub sitting 
at his paper-strewn desk yelling into two 
cell phones at the same time in both 
Swahili and English.  He sat dressed in 
the matching crisp, white cap and polo 
shirt that all election officials wore, and 
waved at me to take a seat.  After em-
phatically finishing both calls, he greeted 
me and launched into the news of  the 

a circuit of  Stone Town on foot, and I 
had made a good deal of  progress when 
I suddenly heard shouts coming from the 
mosque by Forodhani School, a polling 
station less than 100 feet from my apart-
ment doorstep.  A man had been caught 
with three different voters’ registration 
cards, and in this close-knit island com-
munity where everyone knows everyone, 
it was easy to guess whom he would ille-
gally vote for.  The crowd descended on 
him, grabbed his neck, dragged him out 
of  line, and clawed at him until the riot 
police broke them apart.  The terrified 
man ran, sent on his way by a volley of  
sizeable stones lobbed at his back.

Incidents like this occurred with sur-
prising frequency throughout the morn-
ing as the lines slowly filed through the 
voting booths.  I saw fist-fights, hair pull-
ing, dragging, stoning, and even a man 
diving off  a stone fence to head-butt 
his target.  It was easy to predict where 
the next fight would break out—voices 
rising in anger, the energy from a small 
group increasing, and a surge of  tension 
rising and breaking in an audible snap 
as people lashed out in violence.  The 
women incited even more scuffles than 
the men, creating a kaleidoscope of  bril-
liant colors with their kangas billowing 
behind their angry arms and taunting 

past 12 hours.  “We had two groups of  
three kidnapped last night at 10:00pm: 
our secretary of  affairs, his assistants, 
and Mr. Hamad’s driver,” he said, almost 
amused at how predictable it all was of  
the ruling party.  In the decade since the 
transition to a multiparty system, CCM 
has proved reluctant to share any of  its 
hard-won power with up and coming 
opposition parties.  

This situation is common in many 
African nations that have won their inde-
pendence from colonial powers in the last 
century.  In most successful revolutionary 
movements, the people are united by a 
common ideology or goal that drives 
them to overthrow their rulers.  These 
common beliefs form the foundation of  
the new government, which is usually a 
one-party state based on these national 
values.  Thus, opposition to these prin-
ciples is seen as opposition to the people 
who fought for them, and as such, is con-
sidered almost treasonous.2  In the eyes 
of  CCM, CUF is nothing more than a 
threat to the power they won 40 years 
ago.  CCM repeatedly violates the law, 
condoning threats and intimidations of  
all kinds to ensure that things conclude 
in its favor.  This Election Day proved to 
be no exception.

Of  all the things I could offer, CUF 
officials said what would help them most 
was my physical presence at as many poll-
ing stations as possible.  I set out to make 

President Benjamin Mkapa of  Tanzania shakes 
the hand of  a supporter.
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faces.  Voters were on edge and were not 
about to let rigging occur under their 
noses.  As the day wore on, however, 
voting lines disappeared due to more 
or less efficient running of  the polls, and 
the fights disappeared along with them.  
There was little incentive for observers 
to stick around when there were polls 
elsewhere in greater need of  their pres-
ence—considering most observer teams 
had a ratio of  one observer for every 20 
polls.3  The shortage of  monitors cre-
ated plenty of  opportunities for getting 
around the rules set out by the Zanzibar 
Electoral Commission (ZEC).  

In the elections of  1995 and 2000, 
many observers accused CCM and ZEC 
of  blatantly changing the vote counts 
and simply discounting the whole pro-
cess in constituencies not in their favor.  
CUF politicians boycotted parliament 
and planned massive “people power” 
demonstrations to protest the results 
of  the 2000 election if  the government 

did not address their concerns outlined 
in a three-month ultimatum.  Receiv-
ing no CCM response, on January 27, 
2001, CUF encouraged its supporters to 
demonstrate peacefully in the streets in 
protest of  the alleged rigging they claim 
stole both the 1995 and 2000 elections 
from them.  However, as demonstrators 
walked to designated meeting places 
they were attacked by government secu-
rity forces that set up roadblocks and un-
leashed tear gas, bullets, and beatings on 
the unarmed crowds.  A helicopter snip-
er chased down any demonstrators who 
fled.4  The injured were denied access to 
medical care, and once the population 
was sufficiently weakened, soldiers looted 
homes and raped and arrested hundreds, 
holding them without charge and often 
torturing them.5  Haseem Brek, a man I 
met in Chake Chake on Pemba Island, 
told me about his arrest and torture at 
the hands of  CCM officials.  “My fam-
ily could not afford the 50,000 shilling 

bribe the police demanded, and so they 
held me for 10 months in a pitch-black 
cell, torturing me with electrocution and 
beatings and only feeding me 10 beans 
in broth once each day,” he murmured 
bitterly.  His eyes are so unaccustomed 
to the light that he can only barely see 
things within a four-foot radius, and 
his left leg now has a permanent limp.  
Thousands of  Zanzibaris like Haseem 
fled to southern Kenya, where they now 
live in refugee camps, in order to escape 
the widespread abuses at the hands of  
their government.  

The response of  the international 
community was minimal at best.  After 
the 1995 election rigging, donor coun-
tries put a freeze on all aid to Zanzibar, 
which lasted until the 2001 Muafaka 
peace agreement between CUF and 
CCM.  However, because aid was only 
frozen to the islands of  Zanzibar, the 
Tanzanian mainland did not feel the 
effects and so did not exert pressure 
on Zanzibar to rectify and improve its 
elections fiasco.  Nothing was done to 
reproach the government for the gross 
human rights abuses they committed 
against their own citizens.  Without 
suffering consequences, CCM had no 
impetus to change its tactics, and for the 
elections this October they developed a 
new means of  intimidation to sway vot-
ers to their side—a youth militia known 
as the Janjaweed.  These young soldiers 
are kept in camps scattered all over the 
country and are widely believed to be 
indoctrinated against all things CUF.  
Lured by drugs and promises from 
CCM for future employment, they seem 
to perform their tasks willingly.  Once 
trained, they are transported in small 
groups to specific areas, usually in the 
evening, to loot homes and attack op-
position supporters.  ZanzibarWatch, an 
underground human rights organization 
on the islands, has documented many 
cases of  this including machete attacks, 

zanzibar

“... for the elections this October [CCM] developed a new means of intimidation to sway voters to their 
side—a youth militia known as the Janjaweed.  The Janjaweed broke up CUF rallies, incited violence dur-
ing voter registration, and created an undercurrent of fear throughout the whole campaign period.”

Opposition party supporters set up roadblocks in the entrances to Mtendeni, an opposition stronghold.  
For three days following elections, the government besieged and arrested CUF backers in Mtendeni.
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rapes, and arson.6  The Janjaweed broke 
up CUF rallies, incited violence during 
voter registration, and created an un-
dercurrent of  fear throughout the whole 
campaign period.  

Although I was never allowed to speak 
with any of  the youth militia, I witnessed 
their exploits first-hand on Election 
Day.  Later in the afternoon, once all le-
gally registered citizens had voted and re-
turned home and observers had moved 
on to other polls, agents used their cell 
phones to alert Janjaweed leaders that all 
was clear.  Minutes later, a lorry roared 
around the corner and screeched to a halt 
in front of  the mosque by the Forodhani 
School Poll.  About 60 youth jumped 
out and walked briskly and excitedly 
up to the poll, escorted by the KMKM 
military.  When the polling agent tried 
to check for 
their names 
on the Public 
Voters Register 
(PVR), the sol-
diers stepped 
forward threat-
eningly, and 
the agent let all 
of  them pass.  
They voted 
quickly then 
sprinted, arms 
flailing, back to 
the truck.  The 
soldiers helped 
them lie down 
in the truck 
bed so that 
they wouldn’t 
be visible to 
anyone on the 
street, and the 
blue lorry with 
Japanese char-
acters etched 
on its sides 
sped off  to its 
next destina-
tion.  Enraged 
o p p o s i t i o n 
supporters who 
realized what 

was happening started a fight, but the 
riot police subdued them with tear gas 
and live rounds fired down the neighbor-
hood streets.  I stood with my eyes and 
lungs burning, partly hiding behind a 
tree, shocked, terrified, and sickened by 
what I’d just seen—afraid that if  the sol-
diers knew I’d seen them they would do 
something about it.  But I realized they 
had no reason to care—they have never 
had to face any consequences for their 
tactics, no matter how blatant.  

I waited until 5pm for the polls to 
close and the votes to be counted.  Talk-
ing to CUF officials, I learned that all 
over the islands polling agents were re-
fusing to let observers watch the counting 
of  the women’s votes, or refusing to allow 
CUF party agents in for the counting, or 
similar underhanded actions.  Officials 

worked for hours tallying and trying to 
solve disputes between parties.  Around 
10pm that night, I heard shouts and mu-
sic from the street below my apartment.  I 
ran to the window and saw families hug-
ging and dancing—a man raced down 
the alley yelling that preliminary counts 
showed CUF candidate Seif  Shariff  
Hamad as the clear winner.  I couldn’t 
believe it but wanted to, and felt so happy 
for these people.  The energy and excite-
ment lasted long after I fell asleep.

Their joy was not to be long-lived.  
The next morning I awoke to explo-
sions of  tear gas canisters.  Riot police 
had broken up the celebrations of  CUF 
supporters, citing the chief  of  police who 
announced that celebration before any 
official announcement of  results was ille-
gal, though this is stated nowhere in Zan-

Chama Cha Mapinduzi, Zanzibar’s ruling party, holds a parade to celebrate its victory in the 2005 elections.  CCM seized power in 1964 
following a bloody war, and it has maintained its grip on authority ever since.  In the process, though, CCM has undermined Zanzibar’s 

fledgling democracy, rigging elections in 1995, 2000, and, it seems, in 2005 as well.
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zibar’s written law.  The police repeatedly 
targeted the crowd with red-staining wa-
ter cannons to mark individuals for later 
identification and further dispersed them 
with tear gas and rubber bullets.  They 
drove the demonstrators back toward the 
neighborhood of  Mtendeni and trapped 
them there, blocking off  all the exits with 
tanks and soldiers.  Every few hours or so 
the soldiers made a raid into Mtendeni, 
weakening the supporters first with tear 
gas followed by beatings and arbitrary 
arrests.  Several families tried to leave, 
towing suitcases and kids behind them, 
but the soldiers would only let the wom-
en and children leave, forcing the fathers 
to stay behind.  

Believing me to be a reporter, the riot 
police hesitantly let me pass.  I picked 
my way through the streets and found 
opposition supporters building bar-
ricades about 200 meters down all of  
the main entranceways to Mtendeni.  
They piled burning tires and built walls 
out of  broken-down stalls, guarded by a 
ramshackle assortment of  men and boys 
alternately timid and aggressive.  They 

called out to me, saying it was my duty 
to tell the world what was happening, 
to not let these abuses continue.  They 
helped me past the thick black smoke 
of  the tires and guided me to the CUF 
headquarters, farther inside.  I found 
rows of  the injured lying in the streets 
outside the office with open sores and 
head wounds—punishment for the 
crime of  celebrating peacefully.  The 
people’s spirit seemed broken; they sat 
on doorsteps, heads bowed, feet in the 
mud, with masks covering their faces 
and smears of  Vaseline on their skin to 
protect them from tear gas.  I wore my 
scarf  around my nose and mouth so as 
to not choke on the thick, burning air.  
For three days the people lived like this, 
trapped in a smoky inferno of  wounded 
friends, bitter disappointment, and sharp 
hunger.       

Reading the newspapers a few days 
later, I learned that all but one of  the 
observer groups, NDI,7 had declared 
the elections largely free and fair.  While 
they all cited many irregularities such as 
military intimidation, multiple voting, 

and errors in the PVR, they focused 
instead on the improvements since the 
2000 elections and used that as their 
benchmark.  At a press conference 
given by CUF on the day the electoral 
commission announced CCM as the 
winner, CUF mainland candidate Ibra-
him Lipumba accused observer groups 
of  having a “triple standard”8 when it 
comes to elections in Africa.  He con-
cluded that their mentality must be that 
these elections were “good enough” for 
Africa.

If  democracy is ever to move for-
ward in Zanzibar, or in any country, it 
must be held to the same standard as 
every other democracy in the world.  
But the international community can 
only do so much by offering models, 
encouraging good governance, and 
applying pressure through effective 
sanctions when necessary.  Ultimately, 
the responsibility rests with the political 
parties in Zanzibar—to remain vigi-
lant, to cooperate with each other, and 
to compromise so that real progress can 
be made.  

After the press conference, Seif  
Sharif  Hamad went out to the office’s 
front steps to address his dejected yet 
unfailingly loyal supporters.  He stood 
for a while looking out over the crowd 
and then raised his fist defiantly into 
the air. 

“Haki!!”  he cried.  Justice. 
“Haki!”
The cry hung in the air over the 

heads of  the crowd.  A moment passed 
in silence, then one by one each sup-
porter took up the chant, and soon the 
word reverberated off  the surround-
ing walls, deafening and powerful and 
momentous.  Although the events of  
the past 10 years give little reason for 
optimism in Zanzibar, the resilience, 
persistent hope, and determination of  
its citizens in fighting for a better de-
mocracy bring the dream of  haki one 
step closer.

zanzibar
CUF, Zanzibar’s opposition party, celebrates 

following the 2005 elections.  In the hours af-
ter polls closed, word had spread, erroneously, 
that an opposition candidate had finally won.
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Six Degrees: Inday, how did you ini-
tially become interested and involved in 
journalism?

Inday Espina-Varona: I was always 
interested in listening to stories.  I come 
from a long line of  writers in my family.  
Basically, it’s probably my only market-
able skill.  I wish I could say I went into 
writing to make the world a better place, 
but that I tried to make the world a better 
place is incident of  my writing.

SD: I understand that the Philippines is 
second only to Iraq for the most danger-
ous country to practice journalism.  In 
fact, there were 10 accounts of  murder 
in 2005 and have been 66 since 1986.  

IE:  Yes, it is second to Iraq for the most 
dangerous country, but it is the most murderous 

mounting up and journalists decided 
that they would take to the front lines, 
so we marched to the National Police 
Department. It was the fi rst time the 
demonstrators actually got [involved] 
and they had dialogs [with the police].  
But more than that, we’ve been coordi-
nating closely with the police—and not 
just the NUJP, [but] some other media 
organizations.  We just put the pressure 
on the governor to act on the killings.  
We did have two major victories recently.  
One is the conviction of  the killer of  Ed-
gar Damalerio, who was killed in 2002.  
The main witness in the murder has also 
been killed.  This particular instance is a 
classic story of  impunity.  And now there 
has been another case of  conviction for 
the killer, but other than that there have 
been very few victories.  But, we do have 
a task force.

Inday Espina-Varona is editor-in-chief  of  The Philippine 

Graphic and chairperson of  the National Union of  
Journalists (NUJP) in the Philippines.  She has won both 

Filipino national awards and international accolades for her press 
coverage of  issues ranging from child tuberculosis to domestic 
abuse.  She is currently in residence at Stanford as a Knight 
Fellow, taking a year off  active reporting to spend time researching 
and refl ecting.  

country.  There’s just one thing you need 
to understand about the killing of  jour-
nalists: We’re not saying that the journal-
ists that were killed were linked to the 
activists, some of  them had absolutely 
nothing to do with the activists, some of  
them were anti-activist, but there’s just 
this kind of  impunity.  These journalists 
were the front line of  the activists’ voice, 
and as killings of  activists have risen, so 
have the killings of  journalists.

SD: As the chairperson of  the NUJP, 
how are you working to ensure freedom 
of  speech and the safety and security of  
journalists in the Philippines?

IE: The NUJP has been on the front line 
of  the fi ght for press freedom.  I think 
we did make a big splash when more 
than a year ago journalists’ deaths were 

sixdegrees feature interview

Inday Espina-Varona
Fil ip ino  jou r na l i s t ,  Kn igh t  Fe l l ow,  and  human r igh ts  advoca te

In te r v i e w  by  Hea ther  He i s tand
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SD: Right.  Task Force Newsmen, a 
body set up by President Arroyo, has 
been expanded to include NGO’s and to 
investigate the cases of  journalists killed 
since 1986.  Has this been effective?

IE: Yes, it has been effective, because 
sometimes we’ve managed to tell the 
police, “Hey, wait a minute!”  We don’t 
double as investigators, by the way; we 
leave the police to do what experts do, 
but then you see a blatant 
cover-up or something 
that we’re able to say, 
“Wait a minute, come 
on.”  And that always 
helps.  We don’t publicize 
[the investigation] point 
by point because we 
don’t want to ruin what 
they’re doing, but we 
keep them on their toes.  
We constantly negotiate 
[with] police officers and 
other people.

We have started a 
scholarship program in 
tandem with a British 
firm.  We provide schol-
arships for 32 children of  
slain journalists.  It is a full 
scholarship equivalent to 
public school tuition and 
book fees and a monthly 
allowance because a lot 
of  journalists are poor, 
are terribly poor.  And if  
you kill the bread-winner, 
that’s it.  There’s really 
nothing for the family to 
fall back on.  

Aside from that, we’ve 
got a hotline which acts as a bridge 
between journalists and authorities.  I 
mean, the last thing a journalist wants 
is a bodyguard around him.  How is he 
going to do his job?  So, we also do safety 
training.

SD: Right.  I understand the NUJP 
started training programs in ethics, hu-
man rights, and self  protection.  Could 
you elaborate on that?

ethics?”  And it’s a good day when 20 
percent have, and we’re not just talking 
about in the boondocks, we’re talking 
about regional meetings.  But then how 
does [one] expect them to really be im-
mersed in ethics when some of  them 
don’t even get paid at all?  It’s a convo-
luted decision.  The NUJP and other 
media organizations work for press free-
dom—we’re not the only ones who work 
against corruption in media, but only the 

NUJP insists that economic 
conditions are linked to cor-
ruption and other problems.  
Seventy percent of  Filipino 
journalists do not receive 
the minimum wage.  Espe-
cially in media broadcasting 
which you know is the most 
powerful, you’re not paid at 
all.  You go report and you 
finish a job, you get com-
mission, and that’s your 
compensation.  If  that’s not 
a conflict of  interest, I can’t 
think of  what is.  It’s not the 
individual journalist that is 
corrupt; it’s the system that 
tells them that’s the only way 
to survive.  We should be 
campaigning for ethics, and 
we should be campaigning 
to rid the industry of  cor-
ruption. 

SD: So, you advocate a 
restructuring of  the entire 
system? 

IE: Yes, but we are not go-
ing to do this because it’s 
the owners themselves who 

benefit when journalists are corrupt.  
We’ve built a system where [media cor-
poration owners] can wash their hands 
of  economic responsibility.  We’re having 
a couple upcoming seminars in the ma-
jor island groups, where a large number 
[of  journalists] are unskilled.  We under-
stand why they remain forever unskilled 
because they have no opportunity to im-
prove their standards.  So we’ve worked 
for regional organizations [doing semi-

IE: Sure.  There are laws that allow one 
to carry firearms, but we’ve always reaf-
firmed that that’s not the solution.  Jour-
nalists live in a pressure-cooker world.  
You end up being overworked, you don’t 
exactly have the best health habits—you 
smoke too much, drink too much—and 
we’re tired a lot of  the time, which 
doesn’t make us the best people to carry 
guns.  The solution is for the government 
to show a political role in arresting and 

prosecuting the killers of  the journal-
ists.  But we have been picking up the 
ball, which should be the government’s 
responsibility.  But [nonetheless], we’ve 
been very strict about ensuring that 
ethics comes first. We believe that it’s 
part-in-parcel of  the safety program.  
It happened because I’ve been going 
around training journalists across the 
country, and I always ask one question: 
“Have you read the journalists’ code of  

Journalists take to the streets in March 2006 to protest government crack-downs.
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nars].  Sure, we can have a big meeting 
in Manila, but you get a lot more done if  
you work in the locale.  

SD: Government corruption is obviously 
widespread, but how much does political 
coercion factor into biased reporting?

IE: That’s par for the course—a daily 
problem.  There used to be “envelop-
ment” of  journalists—[politicians] would 
hand out envelopes to “friendly” journal-
ists.  Now you support a specific journal-
ist by buying ads on their program, so [a 
politician or business] thinks they own 
a particular journalist.  They know the 
program can’t exist on the radio without 
their ad and financial support.  And it’s 
really sad because I know these journal-
ists are good people, but I’ve heard them 
justify their actions.  And sometimes it’s 
really innocent kids.  When I was in a 
workshop, one kid said “I didn’t join 
that organization because I don’t like 
journalists who get payola.”  And I said, 
“Sure, that’s great, but what do you do to 
make ends meet?”  And she says, “I take 
a sideline to that.”  So I asked, “What 
sideline?” And she said, “I’m secretary 
for the chief  of  police.” And I’m like, 
“What beat do you cover?” and she said 
“Police.”  And she’s a sweet kid—really, 
really eager to rid the press of  corrup-
tion, but she just didn’t get it; she didn’t 
get it because nobody ever told her oth-
erwise, and she didn’t get it because she 
was desperate.  And so I said, “Don’t you 

think there’s a conflict of  
interest there?” and she 
said, “No, because when 
there’s a conflict, I just 
don’t write about it.”  I 
didn’t know whether to 
cry or to laugh! 

So here’s where 
the problem lies.  The 
trouble with getting the 
ads is that it is a com-
mercial transaction; the 
person who pays gets 
public placement, but 
that is all.  But the ad-
buyer thinks he is owed 

loyalty, because he thinks, “Without me, 
your program won’t even be on the air.”  
And a journalist who has a conscience 
and critiques this guy loses his funding 
and his job.  So is there any one way 
to rid corruption?  No.  We’re not in a 
vacuum—it’s the society we work in, the 
economic conditions we work in, and the 
peculiarities of  the job.

SD: To change the topic a bit, I thought 
you could address your activism on 
women’s issues.  As editor-in-chief  of  the 

Top: Protestors prepare signs the night before marching against media killings.

Bottom: Nearly 200 journalists in Davao City in the Mindanao region of  the Philippines protest 
murders of  journalists.

Philippine Graphic, how have you been 
able to address these and other human 
rights issues in the Philippines?

IE: Well first, I refuse to be tagged as 
a woman journalist.  I am a journalist 
first, and a woman second, but yes I have 
used my position to make sure that issues 
which otherwise would have been buried 
were taken to the front page.  So we [The 
Philippine Graphic] were a finalist for the 
coverage of  battered women, and inter-
national finalists for the coverage of  pros-
tituted children, and we’ve covered other 
issues like LGBT rights.  And sometimes 
it’s a matter of  male editors not being 
cognizant of  how important these is-
sues are, but sometimes I also think it’s a 
matter of  how one tells the story.  Never 
forget that [reporting] is storytelling, and 
if  you don’t write well, you’re story won’t 
get played.  You have to sell the piece 
to the editor.  An issue may be of  great 
significance, but it won’t make headlines 
without a good delivery.  
 
SD: Have you seen significant public 
response to your efforts?  An increased 
public awareness and reaction?
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IE: Oh, yes.  We followed a law on 
domestic violence, studying its passage 
step by step.  They wanted it to cover 
only married couples, and were not 
inclusive of  the entire domestic sphere.  
But eventually it was extended to cover 
all relationships in the domestic sphere, 
including children.  I don’t claim that 
victory, but we did insist on making both 
sides known.

SD: I know you published 
a report on the increasing 
number of  children infected 
by TB, which won the Sci-
ence and Technology Award 
in 2001.  Were you successful 
in raising awareness?

IE: It did help awareness, 
but again we weren’t the 
only ones [reporting].  It’s 
an old story, but it’s an old 
story that is still not resolved, 
and should not be forgot-
ten.  Officials were about 
to hide the statistics under 
the radar, and what we did 
was to call attention to the 
issue.  Essentially, the issue 
we presented was that there 
are quality drugs easily avail-
able for treating TB, but 
many people—mostly poor 
people—are only getting 
the second level of  drugs.  A 
doctor will tell you, “Take 
the [secondary] drug, and 
rest for six months.”

SD: So basically, you’ll be 
out of  work for six months 
and without an income to 
pay for the medicine, let 
alone other basic needs?

IE: Right.  Who’s going to be able to 
earn the money for the medicine or to 
feed your child?  Eventually, they upped 
the money [to supply] even the poor with 
the best medication.  

We also wrote the story on how the 
government was going to pull the rug on 

reproductive health because they said it 
is tantamount to abortion.  How can 
you expect a government to fulfill its 
commitment to the International Con-
vention for Reproductive Health when 
you have the health secretary saying that 
taking birth control was tantamount to 
abortion?  And this is a president who 
used contraception in her childbearing 

years!  And the government was saying 
that it is not going to spend any more 
for free contraceptives, which, like with 
TB, is denying the best health care to 
the poorest people.  The word had 
been buzzing around women’s groups 
for quite some time, and nobody could 
confirm it.  So we [the press] were like, 
“Aren’t you guys going to speak out?”  

There have been 75 Filipino journalists killed since 1986, including two in 
January 2006.

But some women were on the govern-
ment side, so they were thinking of  work-
ing within the system because they didn’t 
want to undo what they had achieved.  
But we put the facts on the front page, 
and eventually the government backed 
down.

SD: Stanford University is honored to 
have you here as an In-
ternational Knight Fellow, 
stepping out of  the press 
room for a year to research 
topics of  your interest.  
What will you be studying?

IE: So officially, it’s sup-
posed to be “Women at 
War, Women at Peace.” 
We [the Knight Fellows] 
are not actually required to 
do research; we’re just re-
quired to study things that 
will help improve our cov-
erage of  the issues we are 
interested in.  So I’m taking 
a very interesting course 
on the policy and ethics of  
public journalism.  And of  
course I’m attending lots 
of  lectures and forums; 
that alone will keep you 
busy.  But I’m also enjoying 
the chance to stay still for 
awhile and look back on 
what I’ve done and forward 
to what I want to do for the 
rest of  my life.  The Knight 
Fellow’s director likes to say 
that we’re not going to have 
all the answers this year, but 
that they will come a few 
years down the road.

SD: Just as a final thought, what is the 
most rewarding thing you’ve found being 
a journalist?

IE: Sometimes when you’ve just finished 
a story, you just know it was a story worth 
telling.   That’s really in the end why you 
are a journalist, because there will always 
be another story needing telling.
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We stepped off  the small com-
muter plane that had carried 
us from the stifling and hectic 

Bangkok metropolis to the Cambodian 
town of  Siem Reap.  Like most of  the 
farangs (white foreigners) who traveled 
to Siem Reap, I was admittedly a tour-
ist heading for Angkor Wat, a series of  
more than 200 temples that has been a 
source of  national pride since the twelfth 
century when they were built.  At the 
airport, obtaining visas for my flatmate 
Mariola and me was suspiciously easy, 
unlike the hassles I had encountered 
upon entering Thailand.  With our 
American passports and Thai visas, we 
did not likely seem a credible threat to an 
airport whose primary clientele were the 
vacationing family and adventurous wan-
derer—we fit somewhere in between.

As a farang, there only briefly, I had 

no opportunity for a comprehensive or 
profound understanding of  the com-
munity in Siem Reap.  I began to notice 
then, however, but would only truly dis-
cover later, that 25 years after the Cam-
bodian revolution there are lingering 
effects that carry specific ramifications 
for the younger generations of  Cam-
bodians, though these effects were not 
immediately evident upon my arrival.

We piled into a van that carried us 
along a smooth, two-lane road, the only 
dry stretch I could see amongst miles of  
flooded rice fields.  The land around us 
was open and vast, but the roadside was 
scattered with wooden, stilted houses, 
under which hammocks suspended idle, 
young locals.  Most of  them made their 
livings harvesting rice or working in the 
tourism industry, though this close to the 
airport, it was likely that their daily lives 

were organized around the harvesting 
season.  The rice crop has been a source 
of  Cambodian pride since Angkor Wat 
was built, during the peak of  the Khmer 
empire, when it is said that people were 
able to harvest the most rice per hectare 
of  land of  any rice-producing country.  

However, it is this very pride in the 
rice crop that was perverted by Pol Pot, 
the leader of  the Khmer Rouge and the 
Communist Revolution, who used it as 
a standard for labor output as he tried 
to transform the country.  Between 1975 
and 1979, nearly two million people 
were killed in Pol Pot’s effort to transform 
Cambodia into a communist society by 
uprooting Cambodians of  every profes-
sion and forcing them into the rice fields 
to farm.  When the Vietnamese invaded 
in 1978, the Khmer Rouge was finally 
ousted, though 13 years of  civil war 

Remnants of a Revolution:
 A New Generation of Victims in Cambodia

  by Jess Steinberg
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followed.  The resistance to Pol Pot and 
then the Vietnamese People’s Republic 
of  Kampuchea was led by a group loyal 
to the old Cambodian King and leader 
of  independence from French rule, 
FUNCINPEC (National United Front 
for an Independent, Neutral, Peaceful, 
and Cooperative Cambodia).  The Paris 
Peace Accords of  1991 brought an end 
to the formal fighting, but the ceasefire 
was not fully respected, and the United 
Nations intervened to help create a coali-
tion government in 1993 and then again 
in 1998.  Factional fighting continued, 
and the remnants of  the Khmer Rouge 
did not surrender until 1999.  The cur-
rent government is shared between the 
FUNCINPEC party and the Cambodian 
People’s Party (CPP), an ex-Communist 
group to which the current prime minis-
ter belongs.1  The CPP holds the major-
ity in the government, and I saw small 
wooden shacks that bore their banner at 
consistent intervals throughout the coun-
tryside.  However, when I later asked a 
local motorcycle driver how he felt about 
the CPP, he said that he, like most Cam-
bodians, knew little about the political 
parties and was simply happy to have a 
dependable job.  He suggested that poli-
tics were irrelevant in a country whose 
war-torn population was still regaining a 
sense of  security and economic stability.

When we reached town, the soaking 
grasslands gave way to a dusty network 
of  roads, littered with undeveloped strip 
malls of  massage centers and a maze of  
stalls where venders sold books, brass 
rubbings of  the temples, jewelry, and 
woven trinkets.  The market, like the 
town, catered to the unending stream 

of  tourists, and I stepped out of  the 
van to assume my place among them.  
Before the dust around my feet had 
time to settle, we were surrounded 
by children.  Many of  them carried 
younger children in small satchels slung 
from their shoulders, while others clung 
to the thighs of  the older ones.  They 

of  who were missing an arm or a leg or 
both.  A sign in front of  them read “Vic-
tims of  Landmines, Please Support.”  

The lasting presence of  landmines is 
the most direct legacy of  the revolution, 
which has also resulted in more complex 
implications for the socioeconomic fabric 
of  the country.  The country ranks ninth 
of  those most affected by landmines, 
with anywhere from four to seven million 
unexploded mines.  As a result, one in ev-
ery 236 people is an amputee.3  Civilians 
bare the brunt of  mine-related deaths, 
accounting for 98 percent of  landmine 
casualties in 2002.4  Since the average 
child in Cambodia does not begin prima-
ry school until age eight and an extraor-
dinarily high percentage of  them drop 
out before reaching secondary school 
(20 percent do not complete fifth grade, 
and 50 percent do not make it through 

eleventh), many children are illiterate5 
and so are unable to read the signs mark-
ing off  areas still laden with landmines, 
which can stay active for as long as 50 
years.  While many children set them 
off  by accidentally stepping on them, 
others see them and, not understanding 
the warning signs, believe them to be 

Landmine victims play music to earn money near Angkor Wat.  Nearly all landmine victims are civilians.

spoke mostly French, sprinkling in a few 
English words, sensing quickly what we 
might have to offer.  Children seemed 
to appear at every vendor, restaurant, 
temple, and street corner.  They sold silk 
scarves, small baguettes, and postcards, 
while others held out cupped hands 
asking for “un dollar, s’il vous plaît.”  I 
learned later that Cambodia is home 
to more than 19,000 street children.2

The temple structures were mag-
nificent, their lotus-shaped towers pro-
nouncing their brilliance against the 
rain-weary sky.  I tried to catch the gist 
of  a historical account the French-speak-
ing Khmer guide relayed to us but was 
relieved when Mariola and I wandered 
off  down a dirt path that meandered 
through a jungle.  Through the canopy 
more than 100 feet above us, sunlight 
poured in, finding and forcing its way 

through any leaks the leaves could not 
seal.  The path led us to a crumbling 
maze of  temples, which the trees had 
overtaken, their enormous roots crashing 
through the window holes and weaving 
in and out of  the stone floor.  At the cen-
ter of  the temple there was a small band 
of  musicians.  They were children, all 

“The country ranks ninth of  those most affected by landmines, with anywhere from four to seven 
million unexploded mines.  As a result, one in every 236 people is an amputee.”

All photos courtesy of Jess Steinberg
cambodia
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toys.  Thus children 
have a higher fatality 
rate from landmines 
than adults, and the 
effects are traumatic 
both physically and 
p s ych o l o g i c a l l y.  
While hospital ser-
vices for landmine 
victims are available, 
they are financially 
inaccessible to many 
of  the victims, as 
most of  them occur 
in rural agricultural 
areas that are home 
to the lowest income 
bracket of  Cambo-
dians.  The vast ma-
jority of  landmine 
incidents occur in 
forests (56 percent), 
where children 
might wander off  
to play, while roads, 
pathways, and rice 
fields make up an-
other 20 percent of  
the affected areas.6  

The cost of  find-
ing and removing a 
landmine is between 
$300 and $1000, 
making the task 
expensive as well as 
extremely danger-
ous.7  The Ottowa 
Treaty, which Cambodia has signed and 
ratified, is an international treaty ban-
ning the production and stockpiling of  
landmines.  It also requires that in the 
aftermath of  war, a country must work 
actively to find and remove them,8 as 
well as to promote awareness and ensure 
the care of  mine victims.  It is in this area 
that Cambodia requires improvement.  
The landmines lying just outside of  the 
designated trails between the temples 
of  Angkor had been cleared only a few 
weeks before we arrived, and the Cam-
bodian Mine Action and Victim Assis-
tance Authority reports that the resourc-
es required for land clearance were un-
equally allocated—“at the end of  2002, 

63 percent of  the severe and high impact 
areas in Battambang, Pursat, and Siem 
Reap provinces received approximately 
30 percent of  the clearance capacity.”9  
Anti-landmine activists believe that the 
failure to improve the situation in Cam-
bodia is a result of  the combination of  
inadequate funding, population growth, 
resettlement of  internally displaced 
persons left over from years of  conflict, 
and a lack of  awareness and educa-
tion about the dangers of  landmines.10  

If  they are fortunate enough to sur-
vive or avoid altogether the dangers of  
the minefields, children face the after-
math of  a “significant and widespread 
loss of  human life during the Khmer 

Rouge regime [that] 
seriously eroded 
the material, cul-
tural and emotional 
foundation of  both 
families and com-
munities.”11  Cam-
bodia ranks 130th 
out of  175 countries 
in the UNDP in-
dex of  wealth, with 
34 percent of  the 
population living 
on less than $1 a 
day, and 75 percent 
living on less than 
$2.12  The more than 
1.5 million Cambo-
dian children in the 
workforce often add 
to the scant family 
incomes.13  A U.S.-
led trade embargo 
in 1990 has made 
it difficult for many 
families to obtain the 
tools and resources 

that would make harvesting enough food 
for the whole family possible.  Irrigation 
pumps lack parts, and in urban areas 
the building amenities, such as plumb-
ing and sanitation, date back to French 
installment in 1905.  This situation is 
compounded by the fact that many 
households are headed by widowed or 
single women— a result of  so many 
years of  conflict, which led to a skewed 
sex ratio.  While a peace agreement in 
1991 formally ended the fighting, there 
is still a strong Khmer Rouge presence, 
as evidenced by their involvement in the 
violent escalation of  a local land dispute 
into a small-scale massacre in 2005.  As 
late as 1999, more than 8,000 Cam

Angkor Wat, built in the 
twelfth century during 
the Khmer empire, is 
a series of  more than 

200 temples near Siem 
Reap, Cambodia, that 
is a source of  both 
national pride and 

income from tourism.
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bodians were still searching for loved 
ones,14 and in 2001 the International 
Committee of  the Red Cross reported 
that 79 percent of  people had lost a 
family member, and 64 percent of  the 
population lived in an area of  conflict.15  
By 2002, more than 41,000 Cambodian 
men were still “missing.”16  The women 
who are left must make enough money 
to feed their families as well as send their 
children to school, which, despite uni-
versal primary education on paper, still 
requires fees for admission and supplies.  

The stress of  the economic and post-
war situation often translates into stress 
in the home, and domestic violence has 

undermined the hope for a secure fam-
ily for many children.  According to the 
Cambodian League for the Promotion 
and Defense of  Human Rights (LICAD-
HO), 23 percent of  women aged 15 to 
49 who had been married had experi-
enced domestic violence.  The fact that 
80 percent of  them claimed to know of  a 
husband who physically abused his wife 
suggests that many more women have 
been abused than are willing to admit.  
A cultural code known as Chbab Srey 
dictates female subservience to their hus-
bands and keeps women from speaking 
out.  The resulting environment leads 
many children to leave home in search 
of  employment.  The desire for employ-

ment among children as well as the 
economic strain on the family has made 
many of  them vulnerable to recruit-
ers of  trafficking syndicates.  Conse-
quently, Cambodia is a principal source 
for trafficked labor in Southeast Asia. 

The lasting presence of  Khmer 
forces combined with the financial and 
emotional instability at home has led 
many children to pursue employment 
in the armed forces.  While the num-
ber of  child soldiers was much higher 
during the years of  full-scale conflict 
when the Khmer Rouge controlled 
most Cambodian territory, some are 
still working with old Khmer forces.  

There is evidence in cases uncovered by 
LICADHO that some were abducted 
involuntarily and forced to fight on the 
front lines, but most entered voluntarily 
because they were orphaned in the revo-
lution.  They remain there because the 
government has had few resources to 
offer those who would like to return 
to civilian life.17  As members of  the 
armed forces, they are cared for and 
receive consistent wages, while at home 
there is little opportunity outside of  the 
agricultural sector.  Furthermore, some 
children (usually orphans) have grown 
up in the care of  the Khmer Rouge 
forces, having joined as young as five 
years old.  Those who survived often 

Despite the grave problems faced by Cambodians, especially Cambodian children, this war-ravaged country’s people display a strong sense of  resilience.

find it difficult to leave, having spent most 
of  their childhoods in the armed forces.18  
Many others retain the fear that they 
might be executed if  they try to escape. 

The challenges children face in Cam-
bodia seem insurmountable; the lasting 
presence of  landmines combined with 
the effects of  a dollar-a-day subsistence 
seem destined to stifle the country’s 
potential for change.  The revolution 
killed nearly two million people, orphan-
ing millions of  children.  Even as these 
children have grown up, their war-rav-
aged country seems to have orphaned 
the next generation of  children as well, 
the enduring effects of  conflict threat-

ening their physical and social security.
Still, the sense of  collective resilience 

I encountered in Cambodia seemed to 
defy the disheartening statistics.  As I ab-
sorbed the magnificence of  the Angkor 
temples outside Siem Reap, I imagined 
the difficulties many of  the children 
would face and the hopelessness many of  
them might encounter.  But then I looked 
on as three small children splashed about 
in the flooded land at the foot of  an 
obscure temple ruin, and I realized I’d 
never guess it from the smiles they lent 
me and the two fingers they each held 
up in a sign of  peace.  In that one in-
stant, a dollar a day seemed insignificant 
and their potential infinite.      

cambodia
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activistsoncampus

How and why did you get involved with this issue?
“My mind was opened to the realities of  life under 

a dictatorship when I was in high school; some of  
my classmates and I were beaten because we put our 
Christian name on our notebook, an illegal act at that 
time.  My human rights and democratization activism 
were born from that experience.  Over the years since 
that moment, I have witnessed my government abuse, 
harass, deny basic rights, and even kill my people.  I 
have pledged to change this course.  I took part in 
many protests and also joined or co-founded many 
civil society organizations in my country that work for 
social change and peaceful democracy.  

“Why I pledged to devote my life to this cause?  
First of  all, when you are living in a society where 
any time you glance around, you cannot see no hope 
or joy in the eyes of  your people, you don’t have any 
choice but to be strong, take risks, and be a voice of  
change for them.  When you firmly believe that your 
life and happiness are intimately bound to others, 
nothing stops you doing your little daily deed towards 
bringing a new dawn.  

“I am tired of  witnessing constantly Africa with 
dictators, war, poverty, and illiteracy.  The whole 
world is moving on, and we cannot let lasting this lack 
of  transparency and democracy in our country.  In 
West Africa, Togo is one of  the latest countries which 
is resisting to democracy.  It is just anachronistic and 
dehumanizing.  Since 1990 Togolese are fighting for 
democracy peacefully.  Now, they are fed up.  Facing 
the military constant repression, more people began to 
think about violence as the only way to deal with the 
autocratic regime.  The violence of  the latest election 
is a sign of  a coming explosion if  things didn’t change.  
To prevent that, we think that communication is 
the key.  The freedom of  press is an important step 
of  a society that is yearning for democracy.  Mass 
communication is the channel through which the 
population can be educated and informed about its 
rights.  Network For Peace and Democracy is the 
project we are developing in that way.”

How were Togolese affected by the recent coup?
“Before this recent coup d’état, the political and 

economical situation of  the country was already 
critical.  Since 1993, all the international backers have 
banned Togo from their aid.  This ban has a serious 
impact on the daily life of  Togolese.  All the sectors 
of  the development of  the country are in crisis.  The 
education and the public health are ignored by the 
government.  The workers are hardly paid at the 
end of  the month, and the number of  unemployed 
young people is increasing day after day.  The best 
way the regime found to resolve the crisis is to plunge 
thousands of  families into mourning, by repressing 
savagely the people willing for change and democracy.  

“Today Togolese are deeply divided and the 
ethnical tension is deepened.  Thousands of  Togolese 
are still in refugees’ camps where they are living 
miserably.  Some of  them began to be harassed by 
the native villagers such as in Lokossa, in Benin.  In 
Ghana, for example, they are simply ignored by 
UNHCR.  The country is on the brink of  explosion, 
and I am afraid that our silence and the international 
community indulgency towards the regime are leading 
us to another Rwanda or Darfur.” 

How can Stanford students get involved?
“The big deal we have to cope with in this project is 

raising money.  Create a documentary film and radio 
network is a question of  money and equipments.  We 
need to provide our fellow activists who are still on the 
field in Togo sufficient equipments such as camera, 
cell phones, video camera.  We also need professional 
people who can work in the network as relay persons 
to spread the information about human rights issues 
in Togo.  The website is also another thing.  I can see 
the Stanford students getting involved in these issues 
in any way: organizing, fundraising, designing the 
website, being part of  the team of  the documentary 
film.  At the end, anybody who wants to join us for 
this struggle, through his expertise or financial support 
or anything else, is welcomed.”

For more information on how you can get involved, please visit: 
http://sixdegrees.stanford.edu/togo.html

Togo is a small nation in the Horn of  Africa.  On February 5, 2005, when Togo’s long-standing dictator died, the military acted to 
ensure his son was installed as the next leader.  Many innocent citizens were killed, and for one month all privately owned media were 

shut down to quiet dissent before the April election.  Dagbevi Akpawu is a Togolese journalist, organizer, and human rights activist who 
witnessed heinous crimes committed by the military.  He fled to the United States to raise awareness of  and gain support for the fight for 
democracy in Togo.  Dagbevi founded Terre Nouvelle, focused on human rights and sustainable development, and the Network For Peace 
and Democracy.  He is currently based in the Bay Area.

F igh t i ng  fo r  democr ac y :  i n te r v i e w  w i th  an  ac t i v i s t
Dagbev i  Akpawu ,  Te r r e  Nouve l l e
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In the midst of  failing peace talks and international 
complacency, the crisis in the Darfur region of  Sudan 
rages on.  Marauding militias continue to attack hu-
manitarian aid workers along the bordering region of  
Chad; women must choose between starvation and the 
imminent threat of  rape in search of  fi rewood beyond 
the confi nes of  IDP camps; and hundreds of  thousands 
have lost all means of  maintaining their livelihoods.  Re-
cent outbreaks in Chad and the eastern region of  Sudan 
further underscore deteriorating security in the region.

More than two years have lapsed since the Sudanese 
government and its Janjaweed proxy militia launched 
a genocidal campaign against the largely African tribal 
communities of  Darfur.  The minority ruling govern-
ment in Khartoum has denied such charges, despite 
extensive documentation proving the methodical and 
ethnically charged nature of  the assaults.  More than 
400,000 Darfurians have died, and yet another 2.5 mil-
lion remain displaced.  Meanwhile the United States 
and the international community at large refuse to take 
action to protect innocent civilians in this war-wrought 
region of  the world.

The African Union’s 7,000-strong force, with person-
nel largely from South Africa, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sen-
egal, and Ghana, has been charged to ‘keep the peace’ 
in Darfur—a region the size of  Texas.  Despite admi-
rable efforts, the AU mission in Darfur (AMIS) lacks the 
manpower, funding, and mandate necessary to provide 
minimal civilian protection against roving militias in the 
region.  

Due to these severe defi ciencies, the AU has consid-
ered accepting United Nations peacekeeping assistance.1  
For this re-hatting to take place, the U.N. Security Coun-
cil would need to pass a Chapter 7 resolution authoriz-
ing the deployment of  a multinational intervention force 
to Darfur.  Recent reports, however, indicate that these 
U.N. troops would not be operational until September 
2006 at the earliest.

President Bush recently called for the doubling of  
peacekeepers, the deployment of  a U.N.-led peace-
keeping force (with a mandate to protect civilians), and 
“NATO stewardship” to provide technical and logistical 
support—all to assist current AMIS operations on the 
ground.  But in the aftermath of  Bush’s statement and 

slightly improved media coverage, little has been accom-
plished. 

As the killing, rape, and starvation continue unabated, 
operational support and troop assistance in a year will 
not suffi ce.  The United States, a dominant player in 
NATO, should use all diplomatic and political means 
to call for the immediate deployment of  a NATO-led 
rapid response force of  at least 12,000 troops to Dar-
fur.2  NATO forces are well-equipped, well-trained, have 
working relationships with the African Union troops on 
the ground, and can be deployed immediately.  Until a 
U.N. force is ready for action, these troops will provide a 
crucial bridging element to bolster the AU and will offer 
much needed civilian protection in the interim.

The Sudanese government, not surprisingly, op-
poses the deployment of  any international force, argu-
ing against a reversion to “colonialism” and another 
U.S. occupation in the war on terror.3  In light of  these 
infl ammatory remarks, the United States must not ap-
pease the genocidal instigators themselves and should 
hold fast to its calls for greater international action.

In an increasingly globalized world, we cannot look 
at this crisis in a vacuum.  As President Bush declared in 
his State of  the Union Address on January 31, “America 
rejects the false comfort of  isolationism … we accept 
the call of  history … to move this world toward peace.” 
Despite these bold claims, America’s response in Darfur 
has been meager at best.  It is our right, responsibility, 
and duty to protect innocent civilians when a state is 
unwilling or unable to the job.  Failure to do so will im-
plicate us all, and the rippling costs of  inaction will be 
borne by many generations to come.

1 Mark Lacy, “African Union Lacks Darfur Funds,” New York 
Times (13 January 2006).
2 According to assessments made by Refugees International 
and the International Crisis Group, 12,000 troops would 
provide the minimal number needed to restore stability in the 
region.
3 Reuters.

This is an update of  a policy brief  originally printed in the 
Stanford Progressive in February 2006

Dar fu r :  t he  u r gen t  need  fo r  a  NATO br idg ing  fo r ce
Ju l i a  Sp iege l ,  STAND

sixdegreesadvocacy
Uniting, educating, and empowering 

the human rights community at Stanford

Students Taking Action Now: Darfur, or STAND, is a student initiative in the United States and Canada.  STAND’s  mission is to 
create awareness about, take political action on, and raise funds to help end the genocide in the Darfur region of  Sudan.  There are 

currently more than 200 STAND chapters in 24 states and six Canadian provinces.  The Stanford University chapter of  STAND was 
created in February 2005.  Since then, they have organized and held a number of  advocacy, awareness, and fundraising events on the 
Stanford campus and throughout California.  In June 2005, as a result of  Stanford STAND’s lobbying, Stanford became the second 
university in the nation to divest its endowment holdings in companies that do business with the Sudanese  government. 
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Human Rights Colloquia:

January 12 - Adam Rosenblatt on 
the ethics of  human rights forensic 
investigations—balancing  the 
needs of  courts, families, and the 
public record

January 19 - Aaron Roesch and 
Prof. Jeremy Weinstein on Uganda’s Prof. Jeremy Weinstein on Uganda’s Prof. Jeremy Weinstein on Uganda’s Prof. Jeremy Weinstein on Uganda’s Prof. Jeremy Weinstein on Uganda’s Prof. Jeremy Weinstein on Uganda’s Prof. Jeremy Weinstein on Uganda’s 
civil war and its implications on civil war and its implications on civil war and its implications on civil war and its implications on civil war and its implications on civil war and its implications on civil war and its implications on 
democratization in Uganda

February 2 - Nikki Serapio and 
Cassidy DeLine of  STAND on the 
possibilities for intervening to stop 
the genocide in Darfur, Sudan

February 9 - Johnny Dorsey and 
Lauren Young, founders of  FACE 
AIDS, on fighting AIDS in Africa, our 
generation’s civil rights movement.

February 16 - Prof. Norman 
Naimark on the place of  Srebrenica 
in the history of  genocide—have 
Bosnia and the international com-
munity faced their shameful past, 
or is history absolving the perpe-
trators?

February 23 - Six Degrees Presi-
dent Jess Steinberg on human 
trafficking in Southeast Asia

March 9 - Prof. Terry Karl on 
seeking justice for victims of  state-
sponsored abuses—her experi-
ences as an expert witness in the 
trials of  Salvadoran war criminals

advocacyadvocacy
Uniting, educating, and empowering 

the human rights community at Stanford

Thursdays @ noon
       Encina West, 101

This winter quarter, in line with our mission to raise awareness of  and foster 
discussion on human rights, Six Degrees started a weekly brown bag lunch 
series.  Both students and professors led discussions about pertinent human 
rights issues.  The series has been a huge success, and we thank everyone 
who joined us in these discussions.

To the left are brief  summaries of  the colloquia that were held last quarter.  
If  you’re interested in human rights, please come join us on Thursday after-
noons this spring to learn, discuss, and get a free lunch!

Prof. Jeremy Weinstein on Uganda’s 
civil war and its implications on Six Degrees 

Human Rights Brown Bag Series
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get involved:
email your human rights-related 
articles to hrsubmissions@lists.stanford.edu. 
submissions should be 500-2000 words; 
articles written from in-depth study or personal 
experience are preferred. all submissions are 
judged anonymously and objectively.

email hrsubmissions@lists.stanford.edu to 
find out about our monthly open meetings. 
comments/suggestions are welcome. stu-
dents interested in becoming part of  sixde-
grees production are encouraged to attend 
an open meeting to learn more.               

submit to sixdegrees:

sixdegrees

the evil that exists in the world always comes of  
ignorance, and good intentions may do as much 
harm as malevolence, if  they lack understanding.

-albert camus


